The chemical composition of the volatile compounds from the leaves of Galinsoga parviflora Cav. (Asteraceae) from Colombia was studied by GC and GC/MS. Eighty-eight volatile compounds were identified, of which the major ones were (Z)-3-hexen-1-ol (21.7%), β-caryophyllene (12.4%), and 6-demethoxy-ageratochrome (14%). The leaf oil presented antimicrobial activities against the Gram-positive bacteria Staphylococcus aureus and Bacillus cereus.
In continuation of our studies of the essential oil composition of Colombian oil bearing-plants [3a-3c] , we report the chemical composition of the essential oil from leaves of G. parviflora. Eighty-eight constituents, representing 93% of the total components of the leaf oil have been identified (Table 1) , where the components are listed in order of elution from a HP-5MS column. Sesquiterpenoid and aliphatic compounds were the most abundant constituents of the total oil (38.6% and 32.8%, respectively). Major compounds of both fractions were (Z)-3-hexen-1-ol (21.7%) and β-caryophyllene (12.4%). The essential oil, however, contained 6-demethoxyageratochrome (14%). This benzopyran had earlier been reported from aerial parts of Aspilia africana [4] . The results of the antimicrobial activities (Table 2) suggest that the strongest activity of the oil was against the Gram-positive bacterium Staphylococcus aureus, but none of the Gram-negative bacteria tested were sensitive to the oil.
Experimental
Plant material: Leaves of G. parviflora were collected in Bogotá during August 2009. Plants were authenticated by Dr Gustavo Morales of the Botanical Garden of Bogotá, where a voucher specimen was deposited.
Essential oil isolation:
The essential oil was obtained from 200 g of material by simultaneous distillationsolvent extraction with 25 mL of diethyl ether for 2 h. The extract was concentrated to 1 mL and then dried, with a gentle stream of nitrogen. The oil yield (0.07% w/w) was calculated according to the weights of essential oil and plant material before distillation.
GC-FID and GC-MS analyses:
The oil was analyzed by GC and GC-MS analyses under the experimental conditions quite similar to those reported earlier [5a] . Identification was based on the linear retention index of either reference substances or literature values [5b].
Determination of antibacterial activity:
The bacterial strains (Table 2) 
